
8 U.S. Code § 1357 - Powers of immigration officers and employees, (c) Search without warrant

Any officer or employee of the Service authorized and designated under regulations prescribed by the Attorney General, whether individually or 

as one of a class, shall have power to conduct a search, without warrant, of the person, and of the personal effects in the possession of any person 

seeking admission to the United States, concerning whom such officer or employee may have reasonable cause to suspect that grounds exist for 

denial of admission to the United States under this chapter which would be disclosed by such search.

19 CFR 162.6 - Search of persons, baggage, and merchandise.

All persons, baggage, and merchandise arriving in the Customs territory of the United States from places outside thereof are liable to inspection 

and search by a Customs officer. Port directors and special agents in charge are authorized to cause inspection, examination, and search to be 

made under section 467, Tariff Act of 1930, as amended ( 19 U.S.C. 1467), of persons, baggage, or merchandise, even though such persons, 

baggage, or merchandise were inspected, examined, searched, or taken on board the vessel at another port or place in the United States or the 

Virgin Islands, if such action is deemed necessary or appropriate. 

19 U.S. Code § 1467 - Special inspection, examination, and search

Whenever a vessel from a foreign port or place or from a port or place in any Territory or possession of the United States arrives at a port or place

in the United States or the Virgin Islands, whether directly or via another port or place in the United States or the Virgin Islands, the appropriate 

customs officer for such port or place of arrival may, under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe and for the purpose of

assuring compliance with any law, regulation, or instruction which the Secretary of the Treasury or the Customs Service is authorized to enforce, 

cause inspection, examination, and search to be made of the persons, baggage, and merchandise discharged or unladen from such vessel, whether 

or not any or all such persons, baggage, or merchandise has previously been inspected, examined, or searched by officers of the customs.
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